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Ohio Chamber Research Foundation Releases New Study Examining
Water Readiness for Data Center Growth

COLUMBUS, OH — The Ohio Chamber Research Foundation today released a new report
examining the relationship between Ohio’s water resources and the rapid expansion of data
centers across the state.

The report, Water Readiness and Data Centers: A Near Term Study for Ohio, provides one of the
most comprehensive Ohio-specific analyses to date on the water needed to support data center
growth in two of the state’s specific development corridors, Columbus and Cincinnati-Dayton.

The study’s central conclusion is that Ohio appears broadly capable of supporting near-term
data center growth from a water resource perspective in both of the analyzed regions, in
addition to ongoing water supply for other businesses and residents.

Researchers found that the extent to which data center growth can be supported will depend
much more on infrastructure readiness, power-water coordination, stormwater management
and public transparency than on water scarcity.

“Data centers and Al infrastructure are the backbone of the modern economy, and Ohio is
emerging as one of the nation’s most important growth markets,” said Steve Stivers, President
and CEO of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce. “This study shows Ohio is well-positioned to
support continued data center growth from a water resource perspective, but it also makes
clear that long-term success will rely on thoughtful planning and effective governance going
forward.”

Central Ohio currently hosts the vast majority of Ohio's data center capacity, while the
Cincinnati-Dayton corridor is starting from a smaller base but scaling rapidly. The study notes
that even under aggressive growth projections, direct water demand from these facilities
remains a small fraction of the state’s available resources.
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Notably, by 2030, direct data center water consumption in Central Ohio's realistic base case is
projected to be 28.8 MGD (million gallons per day) — a tiny sliver of the region's massive
10,700 MGD available surface and groundwater capacity. To put this in perspective for
everyday Ohioans, data centers are projected to account for just 8 percent of the region's
human water demand, remaining vastly lower than everyday residential household use, which
consumes roughly half of the area's public water supply.

Similarly, in the groundwater-rich Cincinnati-Dayton region, data center water use by 2030 is
projected to be a marginal 2.2 MGD in the base case, accounting for only 1 percent of the
region's overall water consumption and less than 0.1 percent of total local resource availability.
The full report is available here.

The Ohio Chamber is the state’s leading business advocate and represents thousands of
companies that do business in Ohio. Our mission is to aggressively champion free enterprise,

economic competitiveness and growth for the benefit of all Ohioans.

Hi#


https://ohiochamberfoundation.com/projects/water-readiness-and-data-centers-a-near-term-study-for-ohio/

